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2023 Floodplain Map Updates
Proposals for Multi-Family New Construction & Single-Family New Construction Programs
Tree-Lighting Ceremony

 
 
Flood Control System Property Acquisition — 1927 Ellis Boulevard NW
The 11/22 council meeting includes a consent agenda item for a resolution recommending referral
of proposed property acquisition of 1927 Ellis Boulevard NW to the Linn County Compensation
Commission. This property is required for the City’s Westside Flood Control System Project and is
one of several Time Check properties anticipated for similar resolutions in the upcoming months.
 
In September, the City presented an offer of the appraised value of $200,000 to the owner and a
Notice of Relocation Eligibility, per the acquisition process previously reviewed by Council. The
owner has declined to participate with the City in the acquisition process. Acceptance of the
resolution at Tuesday’s meeting will allow the City to file an application for eminent domain
proceedings. This would allow the City to obtain title to the property and maintain the current
project schedule. City staff will remain available to negotiate until the compensation commission
hearing.
 
 
2023 Floodplain Map Updates
FEMA will soon notify the public of input opportunities for the revised Flood Insurance Rate Maps
they will issue in late 2023. These maps will update floodplain boundaries for Indian Creek, Dry
Creek, and smaller tributaries. Floodplain maps for the Cedar River will be updated following
completion of the east-side Flood Control System. Staff from Development Services reviewed
preliminary versions of the maps and sent notices to property owners who will be affected by the
updated maps. Our notice included a link to Forerunner, a web application recently purchased by
the City. Forerunner allows residents to view before and after maps and submit questions to staff.
Staff can answer the questions and send information reports through the application. Forerunner
logs these and other public information activities in order to facilitate a citywide, 20% discount for
flood insurance rates through FEMA’s Community Rating System. FEMA will contact the City shortly
to schedule a formal community coordination meeting and establish the 90-day period during which
objections to the preliminary mapping (for technical reasons) can be submitted.
 
 
Proposals for Multi-Family New Construction & Single-Family New Construction Programs
Applications for developer proposals to the City’s Multi-Family New Construction and Single-Family
New Construction programs are due by Noon on Friday, 12/2. On Wednesday, staff held an
informational meeting to answer developers’ questions about the application process and funding
opportunity. Funding is available through the Community Development Block Grant — Disaster
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Recovery (CDBG-DR) program, allocated by Housing and Urban Development (HUD), through the
State. Additional information can be found on the City’s website.
 
A committee of core neighborhood representatives, local professional service representatives, and
City staff will review submitted proposals. Staff will present proposals at the 12/20 Council meeting,
where Council will consider a resolution of support prior to submission to the State. We anticipate
the State will make the awards in late January.
 
 
Tree-Lighting Ceremony
The Parks & Recreation Department will hold the official City tree lighting on Saturday, December 3
at Greene Square, 400 4th Avenue SE. This year’s tree is a 35-foot blue spruce donated by the Mike
Condon family who will light the tree at 5:30 p.m. The tree lighting ceremony will be preceded by
family activities beginning at 4 p.m. at the downtown Cedar Rapids Public Library and in Greene
Square.
 

https://www.cedar-rapids.org/local_government/departments_a_-_f/community_development/housing_programs/community_development_block_grant_disaster_recovery_funding_(cdbg-dr).php

